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Sywell & Overstone (Evening) WI committee made gorgeous pumpkin floral arrangements for all their members.
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Chairman’s News
Anne Seckington (Brackley WI) anne.seckington@gmail.com
This November Newsletter will be sent to WIs before the EGM when a new Federation Chairman
will be elected so this gives me an opportunity to reflect on the last two years.
The first seventeen months I enjoyed meeting many of you at the various meetings, workshops,
trips and events that I was fortunate to attend. From the 23rd March this year everything was put
on hold as we had to “stay at home” to help protect the NHS and save lives. Spring rolled into
summer and lots of WIs held “socially distanced” events and activities to keep in touch with their
members. As we head into the winter season with “The Rule of Six” lots more WIs are embracing technology and
others are coming up with more innovative ways to stay connected.
My very grateful thanks to the Trustees for their help and support, especially Cate, Margaret, Annie and Heather my
fellow Officers along with Jackie, Claire and Tina, our dedicated staff team, who have all faced the challenges and
adapted to new ways of helping to run the Federation. It has been an honour and privilege to be your County
Chairman and I look forward to when we can all meet in person and as a WI Adviser I can come along to some of
your meetings.
With very best wishes to you all and the new Chairman and Board of Trustees.
Anne Seckington.

Newsletter Editor
Margaret Foster (Warkton Village WI) margaret.foster984@gmail.com
When sending in articles and photos for the newsletter it would be very helpful if you would send them both to
myself and to Claire at events@ncfwi.org.uk. Many thanks.

From Your Secretary
Jackie Andrews (Yelvertoft WI) admin@ncfwi.org.uk
Please note that although WI House is closed and the staff are working from home, you can still email us on
admin@ncfwi.org.uk or telephone and leave a message and someone will get back to you as soon as we can .

Cakes for Cynthia Spencer Hospice
In November cakes will be donated by

Great Billing WI
Chelveston-cum-Caldecott WI
Weston Favell WI
Hackleton & District WI
Northampton Kingsley WI
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Volunteers are needed to provide cakes throughout 2021, please.
Enclosed with this newsletter is a Rota Request Form.
If your WI is able to help, please email events@ncfwi.org.uk with
your preferred month(s) to deliver cakes and your contact details; or
complete the form and return it to WI House.
Your support is greatly appreciated.

From Your Treasurer
Cate Purcell (Broad Green WI) 68wollaston@gmail.com
Enclosed with this Newsletter is the annual letter to Treasurers, please ask your Secretary to pass this on to you.
I hope your year end went well, this has been a difficult year and I know that it has been difficult for some of you to
know how to handle all of the refunds.
It is good that so many of you use our IFEs to examine your year end accounts. IFEs are trained to understand the
WI Constitution and Charity Commission Law and therefore have an understanding of your accounts.
Please remember that if you wish to use one of our IFEs you will need to complete the application form each year,
without this the Federation Secretary cannot allocate an IFE to your WI. The form is sent out with the June
Newsletters.

An Open Letter to Northamptonshire WIs and Members
Two years ago, I stood down from the Board of Trustees at our Centenary Annual Meeting at the Lighthouse
Theatre in Kettering – I have many happy memories of that day.
This year there is no AGM, no gathering of members and friends and no chance for us to say
thank you to the Board who stood down on the 28th October. It has been a very difficult year for
them and this is my opportunity to say thank you on behalf of the members for all their hard work.
Thanks especially must go to Anne Seckington, Margaret Foster, Diana Babb and Barbara Bentley
who have left the Board this year after many years and multiple roles in the Federation. All four
deserve our thanks and very best wishes for their future in whatever they do in the Federation and
their own WIs - I feel sure we will see them at many events, whenever we can all meet again.
Best wishes also to the new Board of Trustees – they will need our support over the difficult months ahead.
With very best wishes
Sue Kendall
Rushton Village WI

MEMORIAL BOOK
WE ARE SAD TO NOTE THE PASSING OF THE
FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND ACKNOWLEDGE
WITH THANKS THE DONATIONS GIVEN TO THE
MEMORIAL FUND IN THEIR MEMORY.
Maggie Turton

Quinton WI & Blisworth WI

COUNTY BOUNTY - OCTOBER
£20

No 32

Elaine Morrice
Kilsby WI

£10

No 38

Maureen Coles

Sywell & Overstone Eve WI Ind
£10

No 2

Sue Wilson
Towcester Eve WI
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L O O K I N G A H E A D TO W H AT ’ S O N
ANNE FRANK, HER LIFE AND SURPRSING LEGACY - ZOOM TALK
by Gillian Walnes Perry MBE

Monday 23 November 7 pm - 8.30 pm

£5.00 (WI Members only)

In these times of isolation from friends and family, perhaps we can draw solace from thinking about teenage diarist
and Holocaust victim, Anne Frank.
You may already know Anne’s story of a two-year isolation in hiding from the Nazis, facing the possibility of arrest
and certain death every minute, but do you know of the astonishing effect learning about her has had on people in
some of the world’s most violent regions?
Or the dramatic impact her story has had on British prisoners, helping them to a greater
perspective on their grievances against society?
As co-founder of the Anne Frank Trust, Gillian has spent 30 years working with Anne's story to
combat prejudice and discrimination and to help teenagers facing adolescent social problems.
She has met people who knew Anne and has lectured around the world, to Prime Ministers
and Presidents and at the United Nations.
Supporters of her work included global icons Nelson Mandela and Audrey Hepburn, whose
own lives were influenced by Anne’s. In 2010 Gillian received an MBE for her work.
Find out more on her website https://gillianwalnesperry.com/
Do join us for this moving and inspirational evening.
Email events@ncfwi.org.uk to reserve your place. Closing Date Monday 16 November

DOMESTIC ABUSE AWARENESS - ZOOM TALKS

by Northamptonshire Police & The Sunflower Centre
Thursday 3 December 7 pm OR Thursday 10 December 2pm - FREE
Last year the WI launched its “No More Violence Against Women” campaign to raise awareness and encourage
members to take action to end this scourge. In support of this campaign we have arranged a choice of two free
sessions to highlight issues around domestic abuse.
DS Hayley Thurston and a colleague from the Sunflower Centre will give an insight into the different
forms of abuse and their work with victims across the county. The Sunflower Centre offers
specialist support and advice to help sufferers achieve safety and recover their lives.
Since lockdown, calls to the domestic abuse helpline have risen by 49% and the number of
domestic killings has more than doubled. Last year an estimated 1.6 million women across the UK
experienced some form of violence, but domestic abuse is still a hidden issue, happening behind
closed doors, with many victims too frightened to seek help.

These free talks are timed to coincide with the “16 Days of Action 2020 – No More Violence against Women” which
runs from 25 November to 10 December.
Join us to gain a greater understanding of the issue and, perhaps, be inspired to help the WI’s campaign.
Email events@ncfwi.org.uk to reserve a place, stating which session you would like to attend.
Closing Dates Wednesday 2 December or Wednesday 9 December
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TREASURERS WORKSHOP by ZOOM

Saturday 21 November 10 am to 12.30 pm OR 2 pm to 4.30 pm - FREE
If you are a new Treasurer or have been in this position for some time, do join us for one of these workshops by
Zoom. Nearer the time our Federation Treasurer will be in touch to let you know how this will work and handouts
will be sent to you after the workshop.
Application form was with your Secretary last month, closing date 30 October.
There will be no charge for this workshop.

PRESIDENTS & SECRETARIES WORKSHOP by ZOOM

NEW

Saturday 20 February 2021 10 am - 12 noon OR 1.30 pm - 330 pm - FREE
Are you a new President or Secretary of your WI? Are you an established President or Secretary, Vice President or
Assistant Secretary? The Membership & Training committee members look forward to welcoming you to this joint
workshop. An opportunity to learn from each other, develop skills and explore ideas. If you are leading the team or
looking after the paperwork come along to hear the jargon explained, help identify the essential jobs and your
responsibilities and also, hopefully, gain some useful tips.
Application form with your Secretary this month. Ticket allocation date Monday 4 January.

ZOOM FAMILIARISATION & PRACTICE SESSIONS - FREE

If you have not used Zoom yet and are a little unsure of the new technology, familiarise yourself with it by joining a
free, short, practice session. 10 to 15 minutes is all that is needed to experience Zoom for the first time and find out
which buttons to use, giving you the confidence to join a full meeting or talk in the future.
Don’t miss out on the variety of Zoom Events that NCFWI now offers just because you are unsure how Zoom works!
Email events@ncfwi.org.uk to join a practice session, specifying your preferred time of day (morning, afternoon or
evening).

LIMERICK COMPETITION
Please keep your entries coming for this competition to make us smile!
Below are two of those received so far to inspire you to put pen to paper. Closing date 30 November 2020.

A fun loving lady called Jean
thought 'six people only' was mean,
She got into trouble
for bursting her bubble
and now she's got Covid nineteen
Mrs Megan Laughton, Raunds WI

It was a special year for me,
For a Mum very soon I would be.
Each month to the doctor I'd go
Ten shillings each time then you know
but that was long, long ago you see.
A lovely girl I had in July '48
No charge said the doctor, it is on the state.
For our dear NHS was born just then,
to help cure all women and men,
so we thank you NHS, we think you are first rate.
Mrs Agnes Jones, Bozeat WI

Entries can be sent to WI House or emailed to admin@ncfwi.org.uk
A selection will be published in Northamptonshire News in December and there will be a small prize for the winner.
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SUB-COMMITTEE NEWS
MEMBERSHIP AND TRAINING

Margaret Foster (Warkton Village WI) margaret.foster984@gmail.com
For those WIs who have managed to hold their Annual Meetings in whatever form they could, I do hope they went
well. We are holding training sessions via Zoom for Treasurers in November and Presidents and Secretaries next
February, both on Saturdays (two sessions, either morning or afternoon).
Secretaries – I hope you have all returned the Annual Meeting Report Form to WI House whether you managed to
hold an Annual Meeting or not last month. Publication of the 2021 Yearbook relies on this information being
received promptly.

Treasurers – A copy of your approved and signed Financial Statement needs to be sent to WI House following your
WI’s Annual Meeting.
MCS Reps – Don’t forget to update any changes to your WI committee members and their roles.
Linking List and Annual Meeting Application Form – As you know, the NFWI Annual Meeting is now scheduled
for Monday 19 April next year. The Linking List remains the same as previously so we hope those of you at the top
of the list will send in your form for a delegate to represent your group. We are governed by the National Federation
as to how many link delegate tickets we receive and, at the time of writing, we have not been told our allocation for
next year. Obviously, much will depend on the situation with Covid-19.
WI Adviser for October:

Sue Kendall

01536 722118

suekendall49@gmail.com

CAMPAIGNS AND CONCERNS

Jean Bates (HelmdonWI) robertbates115@btinternet.com
Domestic Violence has been a long-standing concern for the WI. The WI Campaign to end Violence Against
Women, aims to show the Government that the WI is concerned about the continuing prevalence of violence against
women and the impact this has on children, wider society and the economy. At local level, the campaign calls for
greater support of specialist support services, such as women’s refuges.
16 days of Action, running from 25 November to December 10, is a UN spearheaded event which ends on Human
Rights Day 10 December.
Now is the time for us all to take part, with the FREE ZOOM meetings to be held by our federation on Thursday 2
and Thursday 10 December. Details are on page 4 of this newsletter. Please support these events, to learn more of
the situation in our locality and how we can all help our sisters, neighbours, daughters or, maybe, ourselves!
Thank you, Jean

ASSOCIATED COUNTRY WOMEN OF THE WORLD (ACWW)
Jean Bates (Helmdon WI) robertbates115@btinternet.com

In September I received a newsletter from ACWW’s World president, Magdie de Kock. After writing how sad she
was about all of the cancelled events she should have attended around the world, she wrote a most inspiring letter,
of which I wish to share just a sentence or two with you.
Magdie has come to the conclusion that with the new “normal”, we need to embrace the fact that we need to look at
things differently, think differently and act differently. She writes this is the chance to create and reinvent
circumstances where we can all live in the new normal. Magdie encourages us to be courageous, stay motivated, to
seize opportunities to be innovative and most importantly to be kind to ourselves and others.
Wise words I think!
Thank you to all of you who continue to support ACWW, and really make a difference to women and children,
enabling them to help themselves with the ACWW projects.
Jean
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CLIMATE AMBASSADORS
Kate Mawer (Braunston WI), Carol Blake (Towcester Evening WI),
Lou Stockwin and Sharon Henley (Stowe Nine Churches WI)

ncfwiclimateambassadors@gmail.com

The County Climate Ambassadors met recently to discuss ways of bringing the issues of climate change back to
prominence amongst WI members.
Spurred on by HRH Prince Charles’ comments that “Climate change is now rapidly becoming a comprehensive
catastrophe that will dwarf the impact of the coronavirus pandemic," it was decided to poll WI members to
determine their priorities in order to tackle climate change.
The climate ambassadors would like to invite WI groups to contact them if they would be interested in receiving a
10 minute Zoom presentation in the New Year.

This presentation will take the form of an interactive survey which will allow WI members to outline their climate
change priorities. This will enable the team to prioritise future involvement with groups and members.
Please contact the climate ambassadors on their own dedicated NCFWI email address
ncfwiclimateambassadors@gmail.com

DENMAN AT HOME
Do check the website www.denman.org.uk for information on the courses running in November, or use this link
https://www.denman.org.uk/whats-on/?_search=Online%20Course
The following are a few examples of what is on offer:
Art and Craft

- Sewn Christmas Wreath

Armchair Travel

- Oman: Dhows, Turtles and the High Seas 17 November
- Bruges: More Than Just Chocolate!
23 November

Cookery

- Confit de Canard & Duck Rillettes 17 November

History Talks
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6 November

- The History of Morris Dancing

2 November

Celebrating WI Day 16 September 2020
More photos have been coming in of celebrating this special day!

Cranford WI had originally planned a picnic in Wicksteed Park but, unable to do so,

was determined to celebrate in style nonetheless. Gill Denton made two beautiful cake
toppers and the committee made birthday giftbags for each member, containing sweets,
cake, bulbs and a lockdown questionnaire. The returned questionnaires will be kept as a
record of this very unusual time in our history.

Hunsbury Hill WI held a coffee, tea and cakes day. Numbers were restricted at any one time throughout the
day to stay Covid-safe and the warm sunshine meant the event could be held outdoors. Members bought raffle
tickets for a tombola organised by Chris Gorton and craft gifts supplied by Carolyn Stone and Tina Bodsworth
and, of course, there were delicious, home made cakes for everyone.
The £105 raised went towards St Benedict’s church porch project and was very gratefully received.

Great Billing WI commemorated the day by decorating their centenary tree with teacups and teapots and jam
and Jerusalem bunting. President, Diana Johnson, and a few members met for a
photo shoot!
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Out and About
International Day of Rural Women 15 October 2020
ACWW suggested holding the Women Walk the World walks on 15 October, as the Spring walks had to be
cancelled. Several WIs took part and raised a considerable sum between them. Well done everyone!
.

Hunsbury Hill WI raised £100 and were joined
by four-legged friends who helped to maintain
social distancing by stopping regularly to sniff!

Irchester WI members and two dogs walked

in Irchester Country Park. They collected £35 in
donations and enjoyed a socially distanced
coffee afterwards.

Wootton WI had seven members taking part - see the second group in the background!
£140 was raised for ACWW.
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October has inspired a common theme for gifts and meeting goody bags!

Broad Green WI committee members, Hubble, Bubble,

Toil and Trouble, delivered Halloween themed October
meeting bags. Next month’s theme is The Gunpowder Plot!

Sywell & Overstone (Evening) WI’s committee made beautiful floral arrangements in pumpkins for all their

members. This was quite an undertaking as they had to make and deliver 30, but many hands make light work and
the job was done in a few hours. They thoroughly enjoyed the time spent together outside Sywell Village Hall.
“Before” photo below, the end result is this month’s cover photo.

Great & Little Oakley WI has been keeping in touch with members in these challenging times in a variety of

ways, including Easter eggs, personal ‘phone calls and cards with a tea bag. This month the committee delivered to
every member a fabric bowl, very kindly handmade by member Irene Moulding.
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Summer may be over but many WIs are continuing with small gatherings thereby proving, “There’s no such
thing as bad weather, only unsuitable clothing.”

Bozeat WI’s October Committee meeting was held in the garage
of Secretary, Carol

Harlestone WI members say that meeting up in small groups has allowed them to get to know each other a bit
better than in larger meetings.

Towcester Evening WI members were not deterred by the rain!
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Hunsbury Hill WI has been having monthly Zoom meetings with Speakers, to keep in touch with as many
members as possible throughout the pandemic.
The October meeting was particularly notable as it involved interaction between the Speaker and members as local
artist, Lynn Barrow, demonstrated how to produce her Quirky Bird Watercolours. Lynn sent a list of materials
required prior to the event and other WIs were invited to join in, resulting in around 50 people poised with pencil,
paper and water-colours at 7.30pm ready for the off. It was a very enjoyable evening full of fun and laughter.

Mawsley WI held its first socially distanced meeting in September, before the Rule of Six! Risk assessment and
careful planning kept everyone as safe as possible. Sharon Stringer, from Colour Me Beautiful, explained how to
identify your best personal colour to create your best style and image.

Photos were taken of the masks everyone was wearing, as they showed off their personalities, some very colourful,
others more practical.
It was a fun evening, despite everyone having to keep their distance.

Badby & Fawsley WI’s drama group held an afternoon tea to say goodbye to Kathryn Dickinson, a valuable
member who is relocating to Spalding. Over the years they have shared fun, inspiration and laughter over working
lunches and put on performances in the village hall. Their little group will miss her and wish her well.
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ZOOM INFORMATION
If you have not yet used Zoom but would like to join one of the new talks, the following information may be helpful.
Alternatively, join a Zoom Familiarisation session for some hands-on practice before a “real” event (see page 5).
Installing Zoom
Installing Zoom onto your computer in advance makes joining a meeting quick and easy (you do not need to sign up
to a Zoom Account to install it).
Go to https://zoom.us/download and click on download Zoom Client for Meetings.
Or install the Zoom App on your iPhone or iPad.
Joining a meeting
Prior to a meeting the host will email you an invitation containing a website link and a passcode. Click on the
website link and you will be taken directly to the meeting, you will not need to use the passcode.
You will probably be in a Waiting Room until the host lets you in to the meeting, you do not need to do anything.
When prompted, click “join with computer audio” so as to hear the speaker.
Once in the meeting, hover your mouse over the bottom of your screen and this tool bar will appear.

Audio Settings
Your microphone may be automatically muted when you join (there will be a red line through the symbol).
This does not stop you hearing the speaker but no-one else will hear you. You can mute and unmute your
microphone by clicking on the microphone icon.
Video Settings
You can choose whether or not to have your video on by clicking on the video camera icon. If your video
is off, you can see everything that is going on but you will not be visible to others.
Communicating in the meeting
If you do not want to speak, you can send a text message to everyone in the meeting, or privately to an
individual, by clicking on the Chat icon. A box will appear in which to type your message.
Participants
If you click on the participants icon you will see a list of everyone in the meeting.
“View Screen” Setting
You can choose how to view the meeting by the button in the top right hand corner of the
screen. Gallery View shows all participants, Standard View shows a larger view of the
speaker with smaller views of others in the meeting, Speaker View automatically switches
to a large view of whoever is speaking at the time.
Leaving the Meeting
At the end of the meeting the host will end it and you will be automatically shut out. If you wish to
leave the meeting earlier, click on the Leave button.
You should not need to use the Share Screen or Record functions unless you are presenting or hosting.
You’re now ready to join one of the talks on pages 4 and 5!
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