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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE         
          NEWS 

 JUNE 2020 

World Bee Day 20 May 2020          Protect the Honeybee! 

See Campaigns and Concerns and the Climate Ambassadors’ Report pages 6 and 7   

SECRETARY’S  ENCLOSURES 
• Visit Request Form 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

The office remains closed.  We can be contacted by email :- 

admin@ncfwi.org.uk for Jackie  

events@ncfwi.org.uk for Claire 

accounts@ncfwi.org.uk for Tina 

TREASURER’S  ENCLOSURES 
• Financial Statement Application Form 
• IFE Request Form 



2  

 

NEWS FROM WI HOUSE 
WI House, 71 Park View, Moulton, Northampton NN3 7UZ 

Tel: 01604 646055    Email: admin@ncfwi.org.uk 

Website:  northamptonshire.thewi.org.uk   Facebook:  Northamptonshire Federation of WIs 

Charity Registration No. 1010740 

Chairman’s News 

Anne Seckington (Brackley WI)   anne.seckington@gmail.com  

It has been really encouraging to see and hear all the different ideas that WIs are taking up with 
their members to keep in touch in this difficult period of time we all find ourselves in.  From 
cheery daily messages, stunning photos, weekly quizzes, monthly competitions, beetle drives, 
newsy letters, coffee mornings and cocktail hours each WI is different and trying to find out what 
will work best for them and their members.  For those WIs and members who do not have 
emails or internet access, telephone calls and receiving news, quizzes and competitions through 

the post are welcomed, particularly for those who live alone with no family close by.  Many of you have been very 

busy sewing, knitting and crocheting following requests from your local hospitals, care homes and surgeries.   

In these uncertain times the WI community will benefit greatly by strengthening its ties with members and looking 
out for their most vulnerable members who may be shielding or self-isolating.  It is very important while normal life is 
on hold that we look after our own, our families’ and friends’ mental health and try not to feel overwhelmed by the 
daily news bulletins.  A chatty message from a fellow member may just brighten up another member’s trying time 

whether it comes via email, letter or phone call.  

Stay Safe, Stay Well.                               Anne Seckington 

Newsletter Editor 

Margaret Foster (Warkton Village WI)   margaret.foster984@gmail.com 

Let us share your lockdown news via this newsletter.  Send in your photos and reports to admin@ncfwi.org.uk or 

direct to me at the above email address.  We would love to hear from you. 

From Your Secretary 

Jackie Andrews (Yelvertoft WI)   admin@ncfwi.org.uk 

Please note that although WI House is closed and the staff are working from home, you can still email us on        

admin@ncfwi.org.uk or telephone and leave a message and someone will get back to you as soon as we can. 

Challenge Trophy 2020 and Pauline Duff Trophy 2020 
 

I’m sure it will not come as a surprise to hear that, sadly, the decision has been made to defer these challenges until 
next year.  We will of course, keep you informed as to a revised time schedule, when life has returned with some 
semblance of normality.  Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 

Resolutions 2021 
Resolutions Officer Diana Babb (Long Buckby WI) 01327 843342 babbdm01@gmail.com 
 

If your WI wishes to suggest a resolution for 2021, please remember these should be received by 1st July 2020.  
Should you need any help, please contact Diana Babb. 

Bulbs   Bulbs   Bulbs 

I hope you have remembered to order your bulbs – bear in mind that over £25 it is free delivery.  The last date for   

orders has been extended to 8 June.  These will be delivered to your WI during September. 

mailto:anne.seckington@gmail.com
mailto:margaret.foster984@gmail.com
mailto:admin@ncfwi.org.uk
mailto:admin@ncfwi.org.uk
mailto:babbdm01@gmail.com


3  

From Your Treasurer 

Cate Purcell (Broad Green WI)  68wollaston@gmail.com 

Usually with this Newsletter we would have sent to all WIs 2 copies of the Financial Statement.  However, quite a 
lot of you now use the online version of the account book which produces a Financial Statement automatically. 
Therefore, you will find an application form with this Newsletter so that you can order 2 hard copies if you need 
them, the closing date for the return of this application is Monday 20th July. 
 

After having your account book and financial statement examined at the end of the financial year (August 2020) 
and presented your accounts to your Annual Meeting, which should be your October Meeting, you will need to send 
one original Financial Statement to WI House, duly signed by the Treasurer, President and your Financial Examiner 
(IFE).  If you are using the online account book the downloaded Financial Statements are acceptable but they must 
still be signed.  Of course, at this moment we do not know if we will be meeting in October, if this is the case, we 
will be issuing further guidance regarding Annual Meetings later. 
 

You can request the services of one of our IFEs on the enclosed application form.  The office will allocate IFEs to 
WIs.  We strongly recommend that you use one of our IFEs as they are trained specifically for the WI and            
understand the Constitution of the WI and the requirements of the Charity Commission. 
 

Included in this Newsletter is the NCFWI budget for 2020/21 (see page 11).  You will notice that we are budgeting 
for a loss, this is because of all the events we have had to cancel due to the Covid 19 virus.     

MEMORIAL BOOK 

WE ARE SAD TO NOTE THE PASSING OF THE 

FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND ACKNOWLEDGE 

WITH THANKS THE DONATIONS GIVEN TO THE 

MEMORIAL FUND IN THEIR MEMORY. 
 

Linda Shepherd                  Weston Favell Evening WI 
Phyllis Henbest                   Weston Favell Evening WI 
Christine Grant                                        Ringstead WI 

 

COUNTY  BOUNTY  FOR  MAY 
 
 

 £20 No  72 Maggie Irvine 

  Cogenhoe WI               Individual 

 £10 No 38 Maureen Coles 

  Sywell & Overstone WI  Individual 

 £10 No 36 Sue Kendall 

  Rushton Village WI          Individual 

Travel Committee 

Ann Thorington (Welford WI)   annt.welford@gmail.com 

As many of you will have noticed, all the outings planned for 2020 have had to be cancelled.  We had been hoping 
to reschedule for later in the year but as issues surrounding Covid-19 have evolved we have had to accept that this 
will not be possible.  It means that the visit to the National Arboretum planned for October and the one to         
Chatsworth for the Christmas market will also not now happen.  
 

Both the Travel committee and the Board of Trustees had long discussions on the feasibility of running outings,  
especially those planned for later in the year, but without any certainty on the progress of easing lockdown and with 
the very real necessity for maintaining social distancing it was felt it would just not be possible. 
 

There is good news however.  All the outings planned for 2020 are to be available again in 2021.  All monies      
received have, or will be, refunded so it will be necessary to submit an application form again at the appropriate 
time next year. 
 

I do hope you and all your families are safe and stay well. 
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Events Cancelled since May Newsletter 

Unfortunately, all Travel events are now cancelled as is the Evening with Simon King.   

Refunds are being arranged for all cancelled events, with the exception of the Speakers Selection Evenings.  

The following events are still running at the time of writing, but are subject to review and may change.  

If you are unable to obtain application forms at the present time, please email events@ncfwi.org.uk to       

reserve a place. 

 

TREASURERS FINANCIAL STATEMENT WORKSHOP 
Wednesday 22 July  WI House  3 - 5pm OR 7 - 9pm  Members Only £5 
To be confirmed. 

 
IRIS FOLDING WORKSHOP 
Saturday 5 September  WI House  10.00 am - 12.30 pm Members £15  Non-members £18 
Iris folding is a simple paper-folding technique that originated in Holland.  Colour co-ordinated strips of folded   
paper are taped into place over a pattern, creating a spiralling design that resembles the iris of an eye or camera.      
Originally, Dutch crafters would cut their strips from envelopes with patterned interiors, but now it is common to 
use lightweight papers such as wrapping and origami paper to create iris-folded designs.  A list of what you need 
to bring (not much) will be sent nearer the time.  A reminder that one kit is included in the price of the workshop.    

Further kits will be available to purchase on the day.   

Your secretary has the application form or please email events@ncfwi.org.uk to book a place.  

Ticket allocation date Monday 8 June. 

 
CELEBRATE THE WI  
WI DAY Wednesday 16th September 2020 
 

Why not relieve the boredom of lockdown, use the telephone, a postcard or email to contact one another and 
come up with a celebration that would maintain social distancing - should it still be necessary.  A challenge but 
one that can demonstrate what the WI is about.  In the process it could also contribute to alleviating loneliness. 
  
LADY DENMAN CUP COMPETITION 2020   

”What I heard on the bus”.   Please note: Extended date for entries - Friday 18th September 

This creative writing competition could be the perfect way to ‘escape’ our current lockdown situation and to that 
end NFWI have decided to extend the closing date to allow more time for entries.  So, to remind you of the details 
of the competition: Using no more than 500 words, you are invited to submit a piece of writing, either comical,  
serious, fact or fiction, based on a conversation you have overheard, or imagined you had heard, on the bus.   

Entries can be submitted either via email or by hard copy.   

Entrants must submit 4 copies of their entry, typed if possible, on A4 paper to  

the Federation Secretary, WI House, 71 Park View, Moulton, Northampton, NN3 7UZ  

by Friday 18 September 2020 for judging at Federation level. 

Entries must be accompanied by a completed entry form, available from WI House and entry fee of £5 payable by 

cheque (made payable to NCFWI) or BACS.  Please do not send your entries direct to Denman College. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO WHAT’S ON  

mailto:events@ncfwi.org.uk
mailto:events@ncfwi.org.uk
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WI FLOWER FESTIVAL, KELMARSH HALL  

Sunday 20 September  Entry fee £5 for WIs   £2.50 for individuals    

I know that in lockdown it is difficult to image participating in future events, but ladies, we all live in hope!  With that 

in mind and keeping our fingers crossed that the Flower Festival at Kelmarsh Hall will go ahead in September, it 

would be lovely if as many of you as possible would support this event by entering a small vase of flowers, a large 

display from your WI, a lovely pot plant or some fruit and veg to make a display.  

You do not have to be a wonderful flower arranger, just enthusiastic, so that we can put on a wonderful display 

which Northamptonshire Federation can be proud of.  Use your imagination.  It could be a wreath or garland or    

bouquet of some sort, anything you like, but please do support this.   

Contact your secretary for details or email events@ncfwi.org.uk 

 
SCRABBLE COMPETITION 2020   
Wednesday 23 September  WI House  Members only £5.00  Ticket allocation date 15 June. 

To be confirmed. 

 
SPEAKERS SELECTION EVENING  
Monday 5 October  WI House  7 - 9pm  Members Only £2.00  Refreshments from 6.30 pm 
 

To be confirmed in the coming months.   

 
NCFWI ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Wednesday 28 October at Spinney Theatre, Northampton  
 

Further information will be given in due course. 

 

WINTER CRAFT FAIR 
Saturday 31 October  10 am - 1.30 pm at The Tithe Barn, Wellingborough, NN8 1AH  Tables £15 for Members 
 

We are still hoping that we will be able to go ahead with the Craft Fair so please let us know if you want a table to 
sell all the lovely craft items you have been making during the lockdown.   
 

Although it did say in the May newsletter that we require applications by 31st May, because of the situation that we 
are all in at the moment, please continue to apply after this date.   
Application forms are available by email from events@ncfwi.org.uk   

 
LITERARY LUNCH 
Friday 13 November 2020 11 am – 3 pm at Northampton Marriott Hotel, Eagle Drive, NN4 7HW 
Members £32   Non-members £37 
 

Simon Michael, our Speaker at this lunch, has written several crime thrillers using his experience as a Barrister in 
London at the time of the Cray twins.  His first novel “The Brief” was very well received and if you would like to find 
out more about his books, his official website is: www.simonmichael.uk.  Application forms for this event were with 
the emailed May newsletter but can also be obtained by contacting our events secretary, Claire, on 
events@ncfwi.org.uk   

Ticket allocation date Tuesday 1 September. 
 

mailto:events@ncfwi.org.uk
mailto:events@ncfwi.org.uk
http://www.simonmichael.uk
mailto:events@ncfwi.org.uk
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SUB-COMMITTEE NEWS 
 
MEMBERSHIP AND TRAINING 
Margaret Foster (Warkton Village WI)   margaret.foster984@gmail.com  
 

Under normal circumstances I would have been writing about the WI Adviser visits in May and the National Annual 
Meeting but this year is very different.  I have been very impressed by the way in which many of our WIs have been 
keeping in touch with their members, putting together newsletters, holding their meetings on zoom and doing their 
best to contact members who do not have email addresses.  It’s so important for us all to keep in touch, so do let us 

know what your WI is doing at this time. 

Websites: If you have a website, would you please make sure this is up to date.  Remember that these are 
often the first port of call for prospective new members, so it is important that they can see what your WI 
has to offer. 

 

 

 

CAMPAIGNS AND CONCERNS 
Jean Bates (HelmdonWI)   robertbates115@btinternet.com 
 

My greenhouse presently contains many of the plants I have grown for our proposed event and plant sale, looking at 
How Green Is Your Garden!!  Some have already found new homes and I will no doubt find space in my garden for 
most of the others.  I realise how much pleasure and interest our gardens have given us over these difficult weeks of 
lockdown.  Is your garden, local park or green space busy with insect life?  World Bee Day is on May 20, and I know 
the date will have passed when you read this, but the WI still has a mandate to protect the Honey Bee and other 
pollinators.  Please think of bee friendly 
plants when choosing for your garden 
and don’t forget they also need drink, so 
a dish of water somewhere in your    
garden would be much appreciated by 
lots of wildlife.  Daily contact with nature 
is linked to less stress and better mood.   
A winner all round!  The photos are bee-
keeping in my own garden.  
 

On a less happy note, we need to be aware of Violence against Women, on which we have a resolution.  During the 
present time, this has increased, and women can get help by phoning 999 and, if it is not safe to speak, then press 
55.  Boots pharmacies can offer help if you approach the medicine counter and ask, other helplines include      
Women’s Aid tel. 0808 2000 247 and Women’s Aid on line chat service open 10am - 12pm Monday - Friday. 
www.chat.womensaid.org.uk 
Thank you,  
Jean  

 
ASSOCIATED COUNTRY WOMEN OF THE WORLD (ACWW) 
Jean Bates (Helmdon WI)   robertbates115@btinternet.com 
 

How sad that all the preparations made for Women Walk the World, had to be cancelled this year.  If your WI had 
intended to hold a walk, ACWW are suggesting that, for this year only, we reschedule our walks to October 15.  This 
is International Day of Rural Women and, hopefully, by then we can meet together.  If not, a socially distanced walk 
might be possible. 
Thank you,  
Jean. 

WI Adviser for June:   Christine Farmer   01327 361284   christinefarmer26@yahoo.co.uk   

mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com
mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com
mailto:christinefarmer26@yahoo.co.uk
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DENMAN COLLEGE 
Christine Farmer, Denman Ambassador (Preston Capes WI)  christinefarmer26@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Obviously, Denman is still shut to students and staff are all furloughed – a word that until recently was associated 

with American military personnel!  Now on everyone’s tongue!  However, do look at their website as they are     

offering on-line courses and talks – all free!   

In Preston Capes I am still open for business – Federation weekend enquires (applications to WI House, please) 

and any Denman donations for Fabric Shop.  Or if you are lonely or fed up, ring me for a chat (or man!) – OH NO – 

moan!!!!!!!! 01327 361284 

DENMAN FEDERATION WEEKEND 

We are anticipating that our Federation visit 12 – 14 March 2021 will be going ahead – so something to look      
forward to.  Three courses on offer – An Abba Singalong (what’s not to like about that), Powertex – garden     
sculptures – messy and fun!  And Patisserie baking.  Your secretary does have all the details, but please contact 
me and I will send you all the details and application form.  Maybe we will all learn socialising at the same time!  

 
CLIMATE AMBASSADORS 
Kate Mawer (Braunston WI), Carol Blake (Towcester Evening WI),  

Lou Stockwin and Sharon Henley (Stowe Nine Churches WI)                ncfwiclimateambassadors@gmail.com 
 

Gardening for the birds, butterflies, bees and biodiversity 

The ‘How Green is Your Garden?’ event may have been cancelled but our Climate Ambassadors keep you       

updated here with ideas for encouraging more wildlife gardening locally. 
 

While the cancellation of the Campaigns and Concerns workshop day was disappointing, it is more significant that 
the international climate change meeting (COP26), to be held in November in Glasgow, has been postponed.  
There is a strong interrelationship between climate change, the loss of biodiversity and human wellbeing.   We 
were planning to consider these issues at the workshop day, in a practical and fun way, so would like to pass on 
some suggestions around this theme. 

• Useful quote.  The Wildlife Trusts say, “Do not think of gardens as places in isolation but that each garden 

connects with other gardens and local green spaces in the community to improve opportunities for wildlife”.  

• Plant a Pot or Patch.  Encourage others, who are not keen gardeners, to plant up a pot or a small patch 

with flowers for pollinators.  Lavender is a good starting plant as it is easy to maintain and pleasant by the 

door or on a balcony.  Hopefully one pot or space planted will lead to more. 

• Talk to your neighbours about wildlife gardening; creating a hedgehog highway is often a good starting 

point.  The Wildlife Trust has useful pages, with many ideas about ‘Wildlife Gardening’. 

• For the keen gardener check out the RHS ‘Wild About Gardening’ pages. 

• Encourage your WI to launch a No mow campaign.  Leaving some areas of the garden lawn unmown would 

make a good start.  Ask the Parish/Town Council, the Churches and Village/ Community Halls to review 

their green spaces and introduce mowing and planting regimes that would increase biodiversity, encourage 

pollinators and further develop wildlife corridors.  See Wildlife Trust, RHS and Church of England websites 

for ideas. 

• Check out MY WI and the relaunched SOS for Honeybees leaflets and/or the RHS Plants for Pollinators list 

and complete a checklist of your garden plants, either for bees or all pollinators, to help future planning.  

We are looking forward to hearing from you.  Just email us a photograph or other form of update about what you 

are doing and we will share the beautiful things that have been possible in Northamptonshire.  

 

mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com
mailto:ncfwiclimateambassadors@gmail.com
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So many WIs are spending lockdown supporting others in the community, especially our wonderful healthcare 
workers. 

 
East Hunsbury WI joined a group known as the East Hunsbury Stitchers to make laundry bags, scrubs, head 

bands and mask extenders for the local hospital, Ambulance Service paramedics and volunteers at South     
Northants First Responders.  
 

Out and About (socially-distanced of course!) 

Barton Seagrave WI received this photo as a “thank you” from 

staff at Kettering Hospital for the uniform laundry bags.   

WIs who have been making bags, face masks and ear savers    

include Bugbrooke, Moulton Evening, Middleton Cheney, West 

Haddon, Weedon Lois and Towcester.  Appreciative recipients 

include Northampton and Danetree Hospitals, Cliftonville Nursing 

Home, Longlands Care Home, Weedon Dental Surgery, Brook 

Health Centre and some District Nurses.   

If your WI is planning on sewing for health workers, please first 

check where items are needed, as, thanks to huge support around 

the county, many places have had their requirements fulfilled now. 

 

 

Hunsbury Hill WI has been supporting the Hope Centre ‘Street 

by Street’ campaign to help alleviate hunger in Northampton.  In the 
space of just one weekend they collected over 100 items and, to 
date, have delivered six full car boot loads of food and household 

items to the Hope Centre!  
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Brigstock WI member Janet Oldham and two neighbours rounded off their Thursday evening “Clap for Our      

Carers” by having their heads shaved by their other halves.  They raised a staggering £2,298 for the NHS! 

 

Brigstock WI had organised a walk on April 29th for ACWW’s Women Walk the World campaign.  The plan was 

for each participant to make a donation to walk together to see the bluebells, 

followed by tea and cake.   

Unable to go together now, members still did the walk, accompanied only by 

their four-legged friends, following a route marked out by Judith Beeby.   

They raised £45 for ACWW. 

 

 

 



10  

Towcester Evening WI’s gardening club has been donating fresh flowers to Ridgway House Care Home.   
 

Unable to help the Royal British Legion serve tea and cakes on VE Day, as was originally planned, members held 

their own “socially distanced” celebrations. 

Ashley Welland Valley WI member, Helen Chown, is now a Lockdown Radio D.J. 

On a Monday night Helen normally waves her husband off to his “Mr Slim’s Radio Show,” on 

www.beatrouteradio.co.uk.  Helen got bored and so recorded her own lockdown themed music, interspersed with 

talk about her choices, and it was aired recently.  

Her hour of music included David Bowie’s “Heroes,” for all the keyworkers, The Police, “Don’t Stand So Close To 

Me,” and Steely Dan’s “Stuck in the Middle With You.”   

The choices were personal to Helen or in sympathy with all 

women, as with “Stuck In.” 

She has been invited back to present a second show this 

Saturday 30th May between 5 p.m. and 6 p.m.  
  

Many Ashley Welland Valley members will get a name 

check in her song choices, which this time celebrate women 

and friendship.  She will tell the world just how wonderful the 

WI is and how it has helped her during lockdown.   

Do tune in! 

My WI 

My WI has lots of interesting and informative articles and videos plus wonderful ideas and resources for things to 
keep you busy during lockdown.  Do have a look!  If you are not registered on My WI but would like to be, contact 

your MCS Representative or email events@ncfwi.org.uk 

http://www.beatrouteradio.co.uk
mailto:events@ncfwi.org.uk
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  Budget to   
  30/04/2021  

Charitable Activities Income    

Donations  Inc. Restricted Funds  3,000  

Investment Income  100  

National Literature & Stationery  1,200  

County sales items  3,000  

Newsletters  9,000  

Year Books/Speakers Lists  1,200  

Fundraising/National Draw  700  

Other Sales  200  

WI Events  30,000  

Federation AGM  2,000  

Affiliation Fees  30,000  

Other income  1,000  

Insurance  1,000  

Room Hire/Photocopying  300  

NCFWI Pooling of fares/AGM Cont  3,200  
   85,900 

Acting as Agent Income    

National Affiliation Fees  42,840  
   128,740 

Expenditure on Charitable Activities 
 

  

National Literature & Stationery  1,000  

County sales items  2,000  

Newsletters  5,000  

WI Events  15,000  
     

Federation AGM  6,000  

Restricted Fund Payments  2,000  

Pooling of Fares  400  
     

Employment Costs  33,000  

Premises expenses  6,500  

Insurance  2,400  

General admin expenses  7,000  

Depreciation  800  

Governance     

Trustee & Committee expenses  4,000  

Independent examination  2,000  
    

  
 

87,100 

Acting as Agent Expenditure    

National Affiliation Fees  42,840  
  

 
129,940 

  
 

-1,200 


