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Chairman’s News
As we are hopefully getting nearer to the time when we can meet a small number of WI friends outside, I
have been reflecting on how much I have missed seeing people.
The WI meeting has always been a perfect opportunity to catch up with friends and talk about whatever is
going on in our lives. We laugh and occasionally cry about how life is treating us and what is currently
taxing our brain! We share stories and won’t we have a lot to catch up when we can have a “proper WI
meeting”.
So much time has passed since we have met in normal circumstances and I urge everyone to remember
why you joined your WI, what your membership has given you and what you love about your WI.
Looking forward to being able to meet up soon.

Anne Rodwell (Great Doddington Evening WI) anneandstever@hotmail.com

From Your Treasurer
For once I can give you some good news, enclosed with this Newsletter is a revised ‘Pink Form’. NFWI have now announced
that the Annual Meeting will not be a face to face meeting this year. Therefore, WIs do not have to pay National Pooling of
Fares or the Annual Meeting Contribution. This means that the only payment the WI needs to make to the Federation is the
30p per member Insurance. Please destroy the Pink Form that was sent with the March Newsletter.
The County Bounty draw begins again on May 1st, it is not too late to apply for shares. As well as supporting the Federation
you could be the lucky winner of a cash prize. An application form is being resent with this Newsletter.

Cate Purcell (Broad Green WI) 68wollaston@gmail.com

From Your Newsletter Editor
IMPORTANT For all those of you who send in articles and photos for the newsletter, Claire would be most grateful if they
could be in a Word document, in Arial Narrow font size 12 and sent as an attachment. Any photos should be sent separately
and not as part of the article. This would be extremely helpful in the preparation of the newsletter. Many thanks for your
co-operation.

Margaret Foster (Warkton Village WI) margaret.foster984@gmail.com

From Your Secretary
Please ask your WI Secretary to forward you a copy of the Walkers Bulb Catalogue if she hasn't already done so.

Please note that although WI House is closed and the staff are working from home, you can still email us:
admin@ncfwi.org.uk for Jackie
events@ncfwi.org.uk for Claire
accounts@ncfwi.org.uk for Tina
or telephone and leave a message and someone will get back to you as soon as we can .

Jackie Andrews (Yelvertoft WI)
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April is MCS Month
The Membership Communication System is the most important tool at all levels of the WI, therefore it is vital that all
information it contains is up to date to provide the best and most efficient service to all members. Although we appreciate that
not all members have an email address, if you do have one please ensure your MCS rep has the correct one. Information is
not passed to anyone else regarding members email addresses and it can ensure members receive communications
promptly.
You will need an email address registered on the MCS to be able to access My WI, the members-only website which contains
lots of information and interesting articles.

Newsletters
It has been agreed that we will continue to produce the Newsletter in house until at least April 2022. During the next year we
will be looking at how we go forward with this. We will be contacting WIs later this year to get your views on the way forward.
Last year we were only able to produce 3 copies of the 11 that were planned in the old format, after this we produced, in
house, a Newsletter each month. In view of this it has been decided that there will be no refund for last year’s Newsletters
but also there will be no charge until at least April 2022. Producing it in the current format is not without cost to the
Federation as it takes the staff considerable time to produce, and we are not getting any advertising revenue.

Year Book 2021 Amendment
Please note Wollaston WI’s meeting venue: The Methodist School Rooms, College Street, Wollaston NN29 7SF

MEMORIAL BOOK
WE ARE SAD TO NOTE THE PASSING OF THE
FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND ACKNOWLEDGE
WITH THANKS THE DONATIONS GIVEN TO THE
MEMORIAL FUND IN THEIR MEMORY
Marilyn Smith
Vera Howson

COUNTY BOUNTY - MARCH
£20

No 77

Lady Fry
Cranford WI

£10

No 43

Caroline Needham
Byfield WI

Gretton WI
Stanwick WI
£10

No 71

Ind

Group

Sarah Farrell
Naseby WI

Group

Cakes for Cynthia Spencer Hospice
The Volunteer Co-ordinator for Cynthia Spencer and Cransley Hospices has expressed their appreciation of NCFWI in the
newsletter that is sent to NHFT volunteers across the county:
“The WI has supported the Hospices through the recent very difficult times by organising a cake rota between the WI groups.
The cakes are then delivered to the hospices and are greatly appreciated by the patients and staff. Their support has been
fantastic and a rota has already been arranged that will take us all the way to December.”
In April, cakes will be donated by
East Hunsbury WI
Towcester Evening WI
Bozeat WI
Kelmarsh, Harrington and Arthingworth WI
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ZOOM EVENTS
Email events@ncfwi.org.uk to book a place on any of these events
COFFEE MORNING - Friday 26 March 10.00 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. No charge
There may still be time to join this drop in session. Email events@ncfwi.org.uk by noon on Thursday 25th March.
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible.

NFWI ANNUAL MEETING and RESOLUTION BRIEFING CONFERENCE
Tuesday 30 March 7.00 p.m. - 9.00 p.m. Members Only £3.00
Act quickly to reserve your place at this event to find out more about the resolutions and get the latest update on the Annual
Meeting.
Email events@ncfwi.org.uk by Friday 26th March.

READY, STEADY, SEW with Claire Salmon Tuesday 13 April 2021 11.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon £5.00
Some of you may have already joined one, or more, of Claire’s Denman at Home courses and
will know how much she manages to pack into an hour. If you have a sewing machine and
you’re not sure how to use some of the features or accessories then this will be an hour well
spent. Claire will be covering zig-zag and overcasting stitches, buttonholes, zips and bias
binding. The course is designed to be ‘watch and learn’ but you are welcome to sew along.
If you’d like to have a go at any of the techniques during the session, you will need some
fabric scraps, a zip and/or bias binding, a buttonhole foot and/or an overcasting foot.
You can find Claire on Facebook as Cherry Orchard Crafts.

A Zoom invitation and course notes will be sent out on 8 April.

THE HISTORY OF HIGHGATE CEMETERY - a talk by Gill Hodgekinson-Price

NEW

Tuesday 19 April 7.00 p.m. £5.00
Gill will take us on a tour of Highgate Cemetery, not as dull as it sounds – it is a wonderfully atmospheric place and there are
numerous interesting and famous people buried there including Karl Marx and George Michael. The mausoleum of Julius
Beer is a wonderful testament to a father’s love for his daughter.
Architectural highlights include two chapels, one for the Church of England and the other for
Dissenters, these were housed within one building, built in the Tudor Gothic style, topped with
wooden turrets and a central bell tower. The archway beneath the bell-tower gives an
imposing entry to the Cemetery.
Highgate Cemetery is listed as a Grade 1 Park by English Heritage.
The wildlife, flora and fauna that live within the cemetery were recently featured on BBC’s
Countryfile programme.
A Zoom invitation will be sent out on 15 April.
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BARONESS BOLSOVER’S AFTERNOON TEA ETIQUETTE - Tuesday 27 April 2.30 p.m. £5.00
With your best bone china cup and saucer, finest teaspoon and crisp white napkin why not
come and join Baroness Bolsover as she guides us through the etiquette of taking Afternoon
Tea. We will learn how to become the Crème de la Crème of the Tea Party.
Taking a step back in time the Baroness recollects her Afternoon Tea experiences in the reign
of her beloved Queen Victoria and discovers the answers to some of life’s most difficult
dilemmas, milk or tea first?
Afternoon Tea will never be the same again!
A Zoom invitation will be sent out on 23 April.

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF GERTRUDE JEKYLL - a talk by Letta Jones, former Denman Tutor
Friday 7 May 7.00 p.m. £5.00

NEW
Join us to hear about the Life and Times of Gertrude Jekyll (1843-1932). Jekyll created some 400 gardens
across the world. Her influence on garden design can still be seen today. Most of her life was spent in Surrey where she ran
a garden centre and bred new plants. You can visit some of her gardens that have been restored.
Gertrude Jekyll is well known for her association with the English architect,
Sir Edward Lutyens with whom she collaborated on gardens for many of his
houses.
A Zoom invitation will be sent out on 5 May.

Short Story Competition
Theme - “Lockdown”
As we are still in lockdown and trying to keep ourselves busy, how about giving those brain and imagination cells a work out.
We are looking for uplifting (if possible) short stories of no more than 300 words about your lockdown experiences, real or
imaginary. The winning entry will be published in the newsletter and there will be a small prize for the most entertaining and
imaginative. So ladies, sharpen those pencils and get the old brain cells working.
Entries need to be sent to Heather Smith at hmsmith47@btinternet.com or posted to WI house. Closing date 30th April.
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OTHER EVENTS
OLYMPIC PARK, LONDON - Wednesday 14 July 2021 Coach only. Members £21 Non-members £24
Sporting history was made here during the London 2012 Olympic Games. Live the magic all over again, where medals were
won and World records were broken. Explore the park at your leisure. Maps will be available. The choice is yours.
The travel situation will be kept under review and booking details will follow if and when
restrictions allow.
So that we have an idea of potential numbers, please register your interest in this trip by
emailing events@ncfwi.org.uk or leaving a message at WI House - 01604 646055

TREASURERS FINANCIAL STATEMENT WORKSHOP - Wednesday 24 July 2021
WI House 3 - 5 p.m. or 7 - 9 p.m. Members Only £5.00
This workshop is run jointly by the Federation Treasurer and the Membership and Training sub-committee. WIs pay for their
Treasurer and/or Assistant Treasurer to attend. Come along and learn some helpful tips to ensure your year-end runs
smoothly.
Application form with your Secretary next month.

GRIMSTHORPE CASTLE, LINCS - Monday 20 September 2021

CHANGE OF DATE

In view of the Government’s Roadmap guidelines, the date of this visit has been changed.

Further details will follow in due course.

SCRABBLE COMPETITION - Wednesday 22 September 2021 WI House 7.00 p.m.
Members Only £5.00
It is not easy at this time to hold on to optimism. We are all becoming reluctant to plan ahead in fear of yet more
disappointment, but this event (postponed from 2020) is scheduled for autumn, so we really do hope that it will go ahead.
The evening will follow the usual format of two one-hour sessions with a break for refreshments in between. We shall be
using Collins’ Scrabble Dictionary 2020 Edition. Please bring a Scrabble set with you, and you may find a torch useful if you
have to park in the lane.
If plans go ahead as hoped, application and payment information will be published nearer the date.

CHATSWORTH HOUSE AND CHRISTMAS MARKET - Tuesday 23 November 2021
Here we go again! We should have more luck than last year – so put this date in your diary and look forward to a wonderful
day out! More details next month.
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SUB-COMMITTEE NEWS
ART, SPORTS & LEISURE Heather Smith (Towcester Evening WI) hmsmith47@btinternet.com
It is almost Easter. Lambs are appearing in the fields and the daffodils are in full bloom and my hairdresser has just phoned
for me to book an appointment for April!
Wasn’t Kirsty Murphy’s talk excellent. What an inspiring woman. We’re still planning talks via Zoom, but now we have a
‘roadmap’ from the government we are also working on events we can attend in person. In September we hope to hold the
annual Scrabble competition at WI House, and, fingers crossed, an afternoon tea with a speaker on WI Day!
Stay safe.

CAMPAIGNS AND CONCERNS Jean Bates (HelmdonWI) robertbates115@btinternet.com
Let’s Celebrate: NHS, Social Care and Frontline Workers Day.
The WI is proud to be supporting this first ever day on 5 July 2021, to thank health and care workers for being there for us
when we need them most. Members are invited to hold afternoon tea events, (maybe virtual!!) within their communities, and
we encourage as many others as possible to get involved. Keep safe and follow the rules, whatever they may be by July,
but it would be good to celebrate.

ASSOCIATED COUNTRY WOMEN OF THE WORLD (ACWW)
Jean Bates (Helmdon WI) robertbates115@btinternet.com

How wonderful that we can so easily keep in touch, worldwide, via the internet. I have received Spring greetings from the
European Area President of ACWW, Afrodita Roman, of Romania. She mentioned the way her country folk celebrate Spring,
and requested we share any of our traditions or recipes. Contact Afrodita at europe@acww.org.uk
I also have received a letter from the World President and acting Treasurer of ACWW, concerning the financial impact the
pandemic has had on ACWW. They understand many charities are having the same financial problems but appeal directly
to individual and society members for help. This is an emergency appeal to cover losses due to the pandemic to secure this
network of international friendship, sisterhood, learning and advocacy for members.
ACWW Day is on April 29 and they would like donations for the Pennies For Friendship Fund. Members can make their own
donation, this does not have to be a decision of your WI, so please “dig deep” friends and continue with your support of this
amazing organisation helping women and girls.
Thank you, Jean

MEMBERSHIP AND TRAINING Anne Seckington (Brackley WI) anne.seckington@gmail.com
Sue Kendall (Rushton Village WI) suekendall49@gmail.com
WI Advisers and members of the Membership & Training committee are looking forward to visiting many WIs via Zoom next
month to help run the discussions and voting on the resolution – A call to increase awareness of the subtle signs of ovarian
cancer – the one chosen this year with over 30,000 selections. There are resources available on My WI giving lots of
information to help with your debates including briefing notes, powerpoint presentations and a quiz.
WI Adviser for April: Sue Kendall
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01536 722118

suekendall49@gmail.com

CLIMATE AMBASSADORS Lou Stockwin and Sharon Henley (Stowe Nine Churches WI)
Carol Blake (Towcester Evening WI),

ncfwiclimateambassadors@gmail.com

The survey results are in
Our top three priorities in this year’s NCFWI Climate Mitigation survey are
1st Q4. Unleashing the power of renewable energy
2nd Q3. Protecting and growing green spaces for pollinators and biodiversity
3rd Q7. Reducing our consumption of resources and the energy used in processing fuels & materials
Members demonstrated strong feelings through the massive support of the Show the Love campaign and also sharing their
priorities for climate mitigation in our survey. These are clear indicators we recognise the crisis and are keen to continue to
be part of the solution, making a great platform for future initiatives. This is really positive, thank you.

DENMAN COLLEGE Christine Farmer (Preston Capes WI) christinefarmer26@yahoo.co.uk
They say no news is good news! But not sure!! In the meantime Denman at Home continues in its diversity and currently is
offering about 20 different courses a week, do check out their website,
https://www.denman.org.uk/whats-on/?_search=Online%20Course or sign up for their mailing list - alternatively I post
something on the unofficial site every day.
Something to look forward to – when WI house does reopen, I have some Denman goods still here, ready priced - and they
will be on sale!
BULBS. BULBS. BULBS
My tulips are magnificent! You too could have this delight in your garden next Spring! Just place an order from the current
Walkers catalogue! Send it to your secretary along with the money - by the end of May and she will do the rest!
Remember - 20% of order money comes back to the Federation.

Note to secretaries: you will receive a pdf. copy for you to email to all your members as well as some hard copies in the post.

Spotlight on Chacombe WI
It is fair to say, as President of Chacombe WI, I’m very proud of the resilience shown by our members during
this pandemic. They have adapted so well to the “new meeting format” and all 26 members are getting very
proficient with Zoom.
During this latest lockdown, the committee decided to have Zoom gatherings bi-weekly. There are the regular monthly
meetings, January’s being a Zoom concert performed by a local gentleman who sounded very much like Frank Sinatra.
February was “Show and Tell” with our favourite food and the back story to why they are so loved. March is our first WI
speaker, Jane Isaac, with a talk entitled Murder and Mayhem.
The in-between meetings are a social format where everyone has a bit of a laugh. The committee are taking it in turn to run
these sessions which gives myself a chance to take part. January was a book and film review, February was Bingo with
Tricia, our Secretary, and March was making Flannel Easter Bunnies under the patient instruction of Di, our Treasurer. A
few members were happy to join the session just to watch and laugh at our chaotic attempts at something so simple!!
Regardless, everyone had a great time and lots of giggles. The feedback from members has been lovely with regard to
these extra sessions as many are on their own and the dark winter evenings can be very long with lockdown.
We have also kept busy knitting and crocheting scarves and headbands for the NHS Oxford Charity. These are used by
outreach NHS staff that cover the Oxford and Banbury area. The village Primary School
came onboard with this project and the children, in school and at home, did beautiful
“Thank You” letters to go with each of the items. They were very gratefully received.
Alison Castle (President)
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In Praise of Zoom
Sharon Henley, Stowe Nine Churches, explains the success of their Zoom training for members and Steph Beckett, Brigstock
WI, shares how much fun and entertainment Zoom sessions have brought her.

Zooming for the Terrified
At the start of the pandemic many Stowe Nine Churches WI members had never heard of ZOOM let alone used it, but as the
months of lockdown moved from spring into summer the future for in person WI meetings looked uncertain. It became
apparent that virtual WI meetings were perhaps here to stay and despite misgivings the technology needed to be embraced in
order to properly engage with members.
Although Stowe Nine Churches WI has a well-used ‘WhatsApp’ group the committee felt that it was important to re-engage
properly with members and to recommence proper business meetings with outside speakers, to ensure members did not
become disheartened and decide to leave.
Doorstep meetings at an appropriate social distance between our ZOOM champion and members with less technical
know-how proved to be a very effective way of teaching the ZOOM basics and, despite their misgivings, all members who
were very reluctant to get involved with ZOOM are now fully competent.
Since October and the AGM we have had practically full attendance at each of our meetings with ladies enjoying the
camaraderie of the evening from the comfort of their own homes.
If you have members who are concerned about their technical abilities try our approach.......
Sharon Henley Stowe Nine Churches WI

My Lockdown Zoom Experience
I attended a Geddington WI coffee morning where we were invited to show something that had helped pass the time in
lockdown. For me it was my tablet (not medical tablet!). I had been a follower of social media before lockdown but I found lots
more things to educate and entertain me. I had been a member of the UWI Facebook Page for a number of years and it was
there I found WI Wanderers. This was a site where other WIs were opening up their Zoom meetings to other WI members and
where lots of other virtual activities were listed. There was an interesting article in WI Life about it.
I have been to various WI meetings via Zoom and, with the trend to have unusual names for a WI, I did not always know
where I was! I attended some craft sessions at Spa Sweethearts and discovered I was in Harrogate. Another evening I
attended a really good speaker evening and found I was in Cottonopolis. This was Salford which was a coincidence as I am a
Lowry fan! I then went very local to Glapthorn just 5 miles away, but the speaker was in London. These were all free.
I also attended some Denman lectures and although they were £5 they were also good value. I have attended Zoom sessions
from my main and my dual WI and some Federation Zoom sessions.
A highlight from finding Wanderers was that a WI in Canada wanted to link up so I
have been to Zoom sessions in Canada to the Adelaide Hoodless Homestead
(pictured) the home of the first WI in Canada before it crossed the Atlantic to
Wales. There were Welsh members represented who amused our Canadian
friends with the pronunciation of Llanfair.
Having got the travel bug I then found a virtual tours site. Tour guides all over the
world who were not working, as there were no customers, did walking tours of their cities. These were live and it was very
strange to see the deserted streets of London, Amsterdam and Paris.
One of the objectives of WI has been to learn and that has certainly been the case for me. I have taken part in craft sessions
on things I would never have entertained pre lockdown.
I think once the shops open I need to upgrade my tablet. It has certainly provided me with hours of fun and learning.
Steph Beckett Brigstock WI and Geddington WI
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Out and About
Woodford and Hinton WI were busy during February knitting fingerless mittens for the
Northamptonshire Winter Well-being appeal.

Blisworth WI members were surprised with a Valentine gift. The yummy biscuits were made by a
committee member and very much appreciated. They continue to enjoy Zoom meetings and phone
chats with all their members.

Hunsbury Hill WI’s Craft Club is keeping busy and active. In February they made beautiful
dragonfly designs from silk ribbon, demonstrated by Tina Bodsworth via Zoom.

Roade WI had their first Zoom speaker in February on Forensic Pathology given by Anne Webb. Albeit a few

gruesome pictures, it was a very interesting evening. Also it is their 93 rd Birthday this year and even though their
members couldn’t celebrate as normal, “Birthday Bags” were dropped at front doors on an exercise walk, so that
they could all celebrate on zoom with chocolates, party poppers, recipes for Summer cocktails and mocktails,
along with a smiley stress ball for fun and a scented candle. They also held a raffle and a session on Keeping Fit
in a Chair.

Ashley Welland Valley WI have tried most things during

lockdown! Their panto “Pandem–oh-no!-ium” starred Wendy
Harkin as Willy Wash-his-Hands, George West–Robinson as
Dame Fanny Facemask and Wendy Martin as Cruella de Covid.
“It’s amazing what you can do to stop yourself going crazy!” said
Wendy.

With support from members of the public, Towcester Evening WI
filled large 9 bags with hand-knitted items of children’s clothing for the
Growbaby project in Northampton.
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