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Dear WI Secretaries I hope you are all safe and well and handling your continued lockdown situation as well as 

you can.  In some ways we have entered a more uncertain time, more shops opening, Boris bubbles, some 

children back to school, unessential shops opening whilst numbers of deaths reducing. We live in a world that 

seems to have changed so much – queues to go to supermarkets, wearing facemasks, not being able to book 

holidays and all the other things we took for granted, the fundamental things, like the love we have for our 

family and friends is still there and maybe now we appreciate these things so much more. If anyone has 

anything they would like to share on this update please email  Pauline Bowman at 

Pauline.Bowman@icloud.com 

Let’s start with some Good News National have now 
announced that our subscriptions will not be payable until 
April 2021, a three month’s extension. Going forward the 
subs will continue to be collected in April rather than January, 
a much better fit for most members. 

Newsflash on the NFWI Raffle At October’s National 
Council meeting, there will be an opportunity to win 
£200 in a special prize draw for all Federations that, 
with their WIs help, have achieved a 20% increase in 
the number of tickets sold this year compared to last 
year. This is a serious challenge for NY West as without 
the help of tickets being sold at GYS this year we may 
struggle to do well. However, we hope that if all WIs 
tell every member about this, and with the attraction 
of the fabulous £10,000 first prize this year, we might 
make it into the draw. Tickets are with your WI 
Secretaries now, so do ask to buy some soon (deadline 
for returning counterfoils to NFWI) is 25 September, 
and if your WI has sold all their tickets, please don’t 
hesitate to email Michelle at the office or use the 
NFWI re-order line to get some more.  
Monday Nobody will have missed that Monday this 
week was Nature Photography Day, and I bet lots of us 
were out taking pictures in the beautiful summer 
sunshine. Send in any of your favourite images, 
celebrating nature in style, to Emma, our Fed News 
Editor and we will publish them for your delight in our 
September Federation News as a reminder of our 
glorious summer weather this year. 
Harrogate Scrubbers News 
All ladies who have been busy making scrubs for 
Harrogate Hospital as part of the Harrogate Scrubbers 
initiative, including lots of ladies from Harrogate and 
Knaresborough WIs, have been invited to make a 
square to be turned into a hanging which will be 
displayed at the Hospital. What a wonderful reminder 
it will be for all the hard work of the Scrubbers team, 
well done everybody, and be proud!  
 

 Federation Choir Ladies of our Federation Choir have 
achieved another first by featuring in their first virtual 
music recording, of our cherished WI anthem, Jerusalem.  
Choirmaster Mark, set the task for the ladies to individually 
record their own voices singing to a backing track, with his 
partner Andrea providing a vocal to sing along to. This is 
not an easy task, even for experienced singers and after 10 
brave souls rose to the challenge, and Mark then combined 
all the voices together, the result is quite amazing. Well 
done to everyone who took part and contributed to the 
finished lovely track. Huge thanks are due to Mark for all 
the support he gives to our Choir ladies, and to everyone 
joining in with this latest venture. Click on the link here to 
enjoy the fruits of their labours: 
WI Jerusalem.wav There may be more recordings in the 
future, so do watch for news of those in future updates. 

June is Gay Pride month the start of the Pride 
Season. You may have noticed that our NFWI 
logo is temporarily changed to reflect the 
gay pride rainbow flag. June is usually the 
beginning of a season of gay pride marches 

and festivals across the country. A number of WIs would 
normally have taken part in various events. Even though all 
the planned events will now not take place, June does give 
us the opportunity to develop our understanding and 
celebrate the diversity within our communities. If we set 
this against what we are seeing everyday in the media 
about ‘Black Lives Matter’ where the central issue has been 
swamped by activists, arguments about statues and the 
counter argument of ‘all lives matter’ we for the most part 
do not experience day to day life as part of these 
communities. Over the coming weeks, NFWI will be sharing 
the stories of inspiring women from the LGBTQ+ 
community along with virtual events you can join in to 
celebrate. If your WI is holding a virtual Pride event, we 
would love to hear about it.  
Social Media Shares Have you developed your digital skills 
at all during lockdown? At the beginning many of us had 
no experience of Zoom or Facetime but we have 
developed using these things now as a regular occurrence. 
If you have not used these social media platforms why not 
get a family member to help you. Or let us know and we 

will try to help.            Stay Safe, Julie  
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EH6wZ3ZMuDZtK02VHJMIs3IE8zMBl4pK/view?usp=drive_web

