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OFFICE HOURS 

The office remains closed.  We can be contacted by email :- 

admin@ncfwi.org.uk for Jackie  

events@ncfwi.org.uk for Claire 

accounts@ncfwi.org.uk for Tina 

   ENCLOSURES 

 Speakers Selection Evening Application Form           

 County Bounty Application Form 

Show the Love 2021 with a pom-pom heart (see page 9) 

 Federation Visits List 

 Cynthia Spencer Cake Rota 
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NEWS FROM WI HOUSE 
WI House, 71 Park View, Moulton, Northampton NN3 7UZ 

Tel: 01604 646055    Email: admin@ncfwi.org.uk 

Website:  northamptonshire.thewi.org.uk   Facebook:  Northamptonshire Federation of WIs 

Charity Registration No. 1010740 

Chairman’s News 

Anne Rodwell (Great Doddington Evening WI)  anneandstever@hotmail.com 

I am writing this looking out at a very wet day in the middle of a wet January!  Reflecting on the 
pandemic and how it has impacted on every aspect of our lives and wondering if we will ever get 
back to “normal”.  So whilst having to stay indoors I shall phone a WI friend to share a story, or 
follow an interesting thread on WI Facebook page, I might even have a look at Chris Farmer’s 
“Thought for the Day” on her Facebook page.  If you too are looking to fill your time until we can 
get together again I would encourage you to book onto any or all of our forthcoming Zoom talks 
advertised in this newsletter.  They range from a talk by a pilot from the Red Arrows, a Safari 

around London, an Art Workshop by the Quirky Bird or taking afternoon tea with Baroness Bolsover.  Hopefully 

something for everyone there.  

For now, I will go and bake a cake (and probably eat most of it too), what else can be done in Lockdown?  (Answers 

on a postcard please …!!) 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Margaret Foster (Warkton Village WI)   margaret.foster984@gmail.com 

Here we are producing the February Newsletter already!  Thank you again for sending in your articles and         
photographs.  As you can imagine, we’ve received quite a number so if you’ve sent in your Christmas photographs 

in the past few weeks and can’t find them in this edition of the Newsletter, do look on the Facebook page.   

From Your Secretary 

Jackie Andrews (Yelvertoft WI)   admin@ncfwi.org.uk 

Please note that although WI House is closed and the staff are working from home, you can still email us on 
admin@ncfwi.org.uk or telephone and leave a message and someone will get back to you as soon as we can. 

Cakes for Cynthia Spencer Hospice      

In February cakes will be donated by 
 

Great Doddington WI 
Northfield (Kingsthorpe) WI 
Moulton Evening WI 
 

Thank you to all those WIs who have offered to make cakes in 2021. 
The hospice is very grateful to continue receiving them during    
lockdown. 
The Rota is enclosed with this Newsletter.  As you will see, there are 
still several weeks unfilled.   
If you can help, please email events@ncfwi.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.foster984@gmail.com
mailto:admin@ncfwi.org.uk
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From Your Treasurer 

Cate Purcell (Broad Green WI)  68wollaston@gmail.com 

The County Bounty begins again on 1st May 2020 and the application form is with this Newsletter.  Buying shares 
not only supports the work of your Federation but you could also win a cash award.  The draw takes place monthly, 
plus two additional draws – one in April and the other at the Annual General Meting in October.  You never know 

you could be one of the lucky winners. 

We are still awaiting a few Financial Statements, could you please ensure that these are sent to WI House as soon 

as possible. 

If your WI is separately registered with the Charity Commission, please make sure you submit your return on time. 

When we are able to start organising events again, we will be trialling using an invoicing system.  There should be 
no difference in the way that members book onto events.  The member must pay the WI upfront for the event, your 
Secretary should then complete the application form and send it to WI House (without payment).  When it is evident 
that there are sufficient people wishing to attend, the office will issue the WI with an invoice and tickets.  The       

invoice must be paid before the event.  

COUNTY BOUNTY  -  JANUARY 
 

£20 No 68      Tracey Hockaday 

       Great Doddington Evening WI

                                                             Group 

£10 No 39      Norma Mitchell 

       Sywell & Overstone WI     Group 
 

£10 No 11      Gill Hill 

       Mawsley WI               Ind 

MEMORIAL BOOK 

WE ARE SAD TO NOTE THE PASSING OF THE 

FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND ACKNOWLEDGE 

WITH THANKS THE DONATIONS GIVEN TO THE 

MEMORIAL FUND IN THEIR MEMORY 

Joan Wilcox       Stowe Nine Churches WI 

Betty Stephens        Stowe Nine Churches WI 

Betty Jeffs                   Wootton WI 

Elaine Cook          Hackleton & District WI 

 

 

Lady Denman Cup Competition 2021 – “Let me show you what a woman can do!” 

NFWI has announced that this competition will be held in partnership with the National Gallery.  Using no more than 
500 words, WI members are invited to submit a piece of writing, fact or fiction, in any style (story, poem, etc) based 

on a painting by Artemesia Gentileschi: Self Portrait as Saint Catherine of Alexandria.   

An image of the painting, schedule and entry forms can be found on mywi.thewi.org.uk (search for Lady Denman 
Cup Competition or click on the link below) together with the results of the 2020 competition “What I heard on the 

bus”.  The winning entry was by Christine Greaves of Shropshire Federation.   

 

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/interests/culture-and-science/lady-denman-cup-competition 
 

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/interests/culture-and-science/lady-denman-cup-competition
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RESOLUTIONS OFFICER 

Kate Mawer (BraunstonWI) mawerk@hotmail.co.uk 

Thank you for voting for your preferred resolution and to all WI secretaries for finding innovative ways to collect the 

results.  Please tell me about new approaches that worked well for your members.  
 

Five interesting WI Resolution proposals gave us all food for thought in recent weeks.  While we anticipate further 
discussion ahead of the AGM I am sure, like me, you have been having conversations about all the options with 

friends and family.  For me it went like this; 

• Ovarian cancer discussions with my girlfriends on the phone. 

• Wildlife friendly communities via emails with a WI member who is part of a team developing a churchyard for 

wildlife.  

• Racism and discrimination got a mention in some of my Christmas letters. 

• Premature deaths from Coronary Heart Disease became part of a “Did you know?” conversation with a 

neighbour. 

• Peat bog destruction is highlighted in our village magazine as part of our gardening association’s campaign. 
 

Clearly we will all focus our efforts once the Resolution(s) selection is complete but until then let’s keeping talking 

and raising awareness about all these very important issues. 

 
Profile of Christine Carr, newly appointed Vice Chairman 
 

Chris has lived in Northamptonshire all her life and is currently President of Great Houghton WI.  She has been a WI 
member for over ten years.  She is a retired police officer having served with Northamptonshire Police for 32 years.  
During her service she worked in various departments including Traffic, CID, Domestic Abuse and Retail Crime.   
 

Having established her own Celebration Cake business prior to retiring she continued          
expanding this business together with a Vintage China hire company, both of which she     
maintained until 2014.  She is a former Vice Chairman of the British Sugarcraft Guild and  
currently Secretary for her village hall committee. 
 

Her interests include Gardening, Calligraphy and Northampton Scribes, watching sport,    
particularly Rugby and Formula 1, as well as supporting her great-nieces and -nephews with 
their various activities. 

 

Women’s Refuge Appeal 

Thank you to all the members who supported the appeal for donations to the Northamptonshire 

Domestic Abuse Service.  Below is an extract from the letter of thanks received from them. 

Dear Christine  

I am writing on behalf of the Board, staff and service users to thank you for the kind donations 

you made for the families in our service over Christmas.  Donations like yours really do make all the difference.   
 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the best for the future.    

Yours sincerely,  

Gemma Sharman  
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KIRSTY MURPHY - RED ARROWS’ 1ST FEMALE PILOT - Zoom Talk 

FRIDAY 12 February  7.00 p.m.  £5.00 

Kirsty Murphy made history in 2009 as the first and so far, only, female pilot in the RAF Aerobatic Team, The Red 
Arrows, becoming a female role model in the aviation industry.  After taking a MEng degree in Aeronautical         
Engineering she joined the RAF and has flown 39 operational missions over Iraq in the Tornado GR4 and instructed 
a high proportion of the current generation of frontline fast jet pilots.  
 

Kirsty is used to operating in intense, stressful, high performance situations.  She shares anecdotes, experiences 
and her coping strategies when her father, a Tornado navigator, was shot down and taken prisoner-of-war during 
the Gulf War and she had to retrace his steps on a mission of her own, and when she witnessed the loss of friends 
in two fatal aircraft crashes while in the Red Arrows. 
 

Since leaving the RAF, Kirsty has flown with The Blades Aerobatic Team.  In 2019 the     
Secretary of State for Transport made her an Aviation Ambassador, with the role of inspiring 
and motivating young people. 
Email events@ncfwi.org.uk to reserve your place.   

Closing date Monday 8 February.   A Zoom invitation will be sent out on 10 February. 

 
PRESIDENTS & SECRETARIES WORKSHOP by Zoom     

Saturday 20 February 2021  9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.   OR   2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m.     FREE    
 

If you are new to either of these roles or would like a refresher, places may still be available for this workshop.        

A 10 minute break will be built in and some exercises and questions will be emailed out to participants in advance. 

Please email your application to events@ncfwi.org.uk.   

Ticket allocation date is Monday 8 February.   A Zoom invitation will be sent out on 16 February.   

 
THE CLUBLAND OF ST JAMES, LONDON - a virtual tour by Zoom  

Friday 12  March  7.00 p.m.  £5.00  

Former local policeman Rob Welsford (The Chap in the Hat) has a passion for London and 
‘in normal times’ loves to show people round our capital city on foot.  As he can’t do this just 
now, he will take us on a virtual tour through the ‘Clubland of St James’ one of his favourite 
walks.  Starting outside St James’s Underground Station he will take us to the Mall and  
explain how it got its name, see where London had its only full state Nazi funeral attended 
by a King, the curious grave of a true companion and the crime scene of an Egyptian     
general’s murder.  We will wend our way through the capital’s clubland and visit various 
purveyors of Gentlemen’s Requisites.  We will sit where Churchill used to smoke his cigars 
and visit the man who dressed us all.  We will squeeze into the smallest square in London 

and see the oddest and shortest lived embassy.  Rob will explain why a notorious London Bobby’s murder went 
unpunished despite the perpetrator being trapped literally “in a corner”.  All this is sure to be punctuated with more 

anecdotes and stories.  Find out more at www.londonsafari.org.uk 

Please email events@ncfwi.org.uk to reserve a place.   

Closing date Monday 8 March.   A Zoom invitation will be sent out on 10 March. 

L O O KI NG  AHEAD TO  W HAT ’ S  ON  

NEW 

NEW 

http://www.londonsafari.org.uk
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WHO KNEW YOU COULD PAINT? - A Zoom paint-along session with Quirky Bird 
Tuesday 16 March  11.00 a.m.  £5.00 
 

This zoom session is aimed at anyone who would like to learn to paint but never got round to it.  With simple       
techniques and excellent guidance, Lynn Barrow, from Quirky Birds will guide you through 
painting some quirky birds and elegant ladies with simple pen and watercolour wash.        
If you have some watercolours (a child’s paint box will do) and a brush or felt tip pens and 
some paper, then you are set to go. 
 

Lynn is an excellent teacher and very experienced.  You will be surprised at what you can 
achieve under her tutelage.  Do join in for a really fun and inclusive session. 
 

Please email events@ncfwi.org.uk to reserve a place.   

Closing date Wednesday 10 March.   A Zoom invitation will be sent out on 12 March. 

 
 
 

SPEAKERS SELECTION EVENING by Zoom 
 

Wednesday 17 March  7.00 p.m. - 9.00 p.m.  Members only  -  FREE 
 

The Speakers Selection Evenings are always popular and as this is the first one to be held on Zoom we anticipate 
this will be no different.  All speakers attending are willing to do their presentations by Zoom.  
 

As the event is by Zoom, tickets will be allocated for one person per WI.  Those WIs that had tickets for the          
previously cancelled Speaker Selection evenings will be given priority. 
 

A link to the event will be sent out once places have been allocated.  Members are reminded of the need to comply 
with current Covid 19 restrictions.  
 

Application form with your Secretary this month. 
 

Closing date Monday 8 March.  A Zoom invitation will be sent out on 15 March. 

 
COFFEE MORNING  

Friday 26 March 10.00 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.   No charge 
 

No, not an actual one at WI House but the next best thing ~ via Zoom ~ in the comfort of your own home! 
How have you been spending lockdown?  Have you finished any handicraft projects?  We’d love to see them so 
have them to hand for “Show & Tell”. 
 

Do let Claire know at events@ncfwi.org.uk by Friday 19 March so she can send you an invitation and will know  
how many would like to join in.  We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible. 
 

A Zoom invitation will be sent out on 23 March. 

 
ANNUAL MEETING & RESOLUTION BRIEFING CONFERENCE by Zoom 
 

Tuesday 30 March 7.00 p.m.   
 

Keep this date free.  More information to follow.  
 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

mailto:events@ncfwi.org.uk
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BARONESS BOLSOVER’S AFTERNOON TEA ETIQUETTE by Zoom  

Tuesday 27 April  2.30 p.m.  £5.00 

Join the Victorian Baroness Bolsover as she demonstrates the essential Dos and Don’ts of Afternoon Tea         
Etiquette.  Bring along a napkin, teaspoon, cup and saucer and learn how to become the Crème de la Crème of 
the Tea Party.  Take a step back in time as the Baroness recollects her Afternoon Tea experiences in the reign of 

her beloved Queen Victoria and discover the answers to some of life’s most difficult dilemmas, milk or tea first?   

Afternoon Tea will never be the same again!'     

Please email events@ncfwi.org.uk to reserve a place.   

Closing date Wednesday 21 April.    

A Zoom invitation will be sent out on 23 April. 

 

 
CHIPPING CAMPDEN and SEZINCOTE HOUSE – a return visit 

Thursday 27 May   Members £33   Non-members £35 – includes entry to the House and gardens 

Spring will come, the weather will brighten, and we can all hope.  We are counting on all things improving and that 
the planned visit to Sezincote and Chipping Campden will be able to go ahead.  Sezincote House is not your usual 
stately home and has a fascinating history.  Chipping Campden is a lovely old Cotswold market town with many 
interesting features – not least a craft centre where it is possible to watch gifted silversmiths ply their trade.  We will 
be stopping at Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre for a comfort stop and coffee break.  After the visit to 

Sezincote we make the short journey to Chipping Campden – arriving there in time for a late lunch.          

Priority will be given to those balloted out in 2019 and to those who had tickets for the cancelled 2020 trip. 

Please note this outing will only take place if government restrictions allow.  It will be kept under review 
and booking details will follow if and when restrictions allow.  

 
SPORTS DAY 

Friday 21 May 4.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. at Great Houghton Village Hall Playing Field 

An outdoor event.  Save the date, more information in due course. 

 

GRIMSTHORPE CASTLE, LINCS 

Monday 21 June 2021 

A visit is being planned to this venue in Lincolnshire but will be dependent on the Covid 19 restrictions in force at 

the time and that the castle has been re-opened.  Further details will follow in due course.  

 

DENMAN AT HOME 

Click on this link to discover the wide range of courses and talks on offer, such as craft, cookery, history and travel:                                                                 

https://www.denman.org.uk/whats-on/?_search=Online%20Course 

NEW 

NEW 

https://www.denman.org.uk/whats-on/?_search=Online%20Course
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SUB-COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

MEMBERSHIP AND TRAINING 
Linda Brett (Little Billing WI)   linda.brett2@btopenworld.com 
 

With the continuing pandemic and lockdown restrictions it is so important to keep our members connected and as 
involved as possible.  If your WI has a website please keep posting the creative ways you are able to communicate 
with your members.  Alternatively post them on Facebook or send them in to events@ncfwi.org.uk to be included in 

the next newsletter.  

Retaining our membership is vital to the future of the WI and with February and March being 'subscription free' it is 
an excellent time to invite non-members along to your Zoom meetings so they can meet you all and see what fun 

we all have! 

 

 

 
CAMPAIGNS AND CONCERNS 
Jean Bates (HelmdonWI)   robertbates115@btinternet.com 
 

Thank you for voting via your WI secretary and choosing which resolution you would prefer to support this year.      
It is challenging times to be active supporting our WI Resolutions, but here are a couple of ideas. 
February 6 is Time to Talk Day, urging us to make time for mental health, and February 14 is our Show the Love 
Campaign Day, when WI members show the love for all they could lose through climate change.   
Some of our members are busy frontline workers, others are busy keeping community spirit alive, which combats 
loneliness and improves mental health.  Thank you.   
 

There is help on MY WI to establish virtual meetings so that those who have not yet held meetings could do so.  
Even so, we do have members who do not use the internet, so how about a buddy system or telephone tree to    
enable members to keep in touch. 
 

Thank you to the members who supported the appeal for items for the Women’s Refuge.  Many thanks also to    
Vice Chairman Chris Carr, who has delivered them for us. 
 

Jean. 

 
ASSOCIATED COUNTRY WOMEN OF THE WORLD (ACWW) 
Jean Bates (Helmdon WI)   robertbates115@btinternet.com 
 

A very big THANK YOU, to the WIs who have sent donations recently for ACWW.  The Federation sent £835.81 to 
ACWW in December.  This was made up of donations from 10 WIs and the proceeds of the recycling for good 
causes latest cheque.  My thanks to those who sponsored walks, when that was permissible, and good to see     
Pattishall WI requested their donation was used for a Sustainable Water, Sanitation and Energy Project.  This is 
one of the WE (Women Empowered) Funds you can choose to select to support. 
 

I recently received a newsletter from the ACWW European Chairman, Afrodita Roman, from Romania, who sends 
us all best wishes and stressed how we need to use the present situation to focus on personal projects, we may not 
have had time for before.  Alfrodita suggests watching a tutorial on YouTube, reading and learning something new.  
Good ideas for WI members. 
 

Jean 

 

WI Adviser for February:        Anne Seckington 01280 704290   anne.seckington@gmail.com 

mailto:linda.brett2@btopenworld.com
mailto:events@ncfwi.org.uk
mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com
mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com
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ART, SPORTS & LEISURE 
Heather Smith (Towcester Evening WI)   hmsmith47@btinternet.com      

I’m pleased to say that we now have two events planned for you.  We have replaced the proposed pewter workshop 
with Lynn Barrow, aka The Quirky Bird, who is going to convince us that we can paint in March.  In April we will be 
having an afternoon tea with the Baroness Bolsover.  More details on these two events are on pages 6 and 7 of this 

newsletter.   

We are also still hoping to have a Sewing Machine workshop and would like to run a ‘photography using a mobile 
phone’ session.  Having been turned down by a local camera club I was heartened to watch Countryfile a couple of 
days later and see Simon King give hints and tips for taking photos with a mobile phone.   If anyone reading this 

would like to lead this workshop, or knows someone who might, please do let me know.   

All events are still being planned to be held via Zoom.  It may be that by the time they come along, we might be able 

to sit with a friend and participate – fingers crossed.   

Please stay safe and well and please remember, the WI is what you want it to be and what you make it, so please 

do think about joining this sub-committee if you have some ideas you’d like to share. 

 

DENMAN COLLEGE 
Christine Farmer, Denman Ambassador (Preston Capes WI)  christinefarmer26@yahoo.co.uk 
 

I understand that the National Board have started the process of reviewing the representations received and are in 
the process of making their decision regarding the next steps - hopefully more information in the next few weeks. 

 
CLIMATE AMBASSADORS 
Carol Blake (Towcester Evening WI), Kate Mawer (Braunston WI),               

Lou Stockwin and Sharon Henley (Stowe Nine Churches WI)          ncfwiclimateambassadors@gmail.com 

Show the Love 2021   

As this Valentine’s Day must be different, rather than starting conversations with the public about Climate Change, 
we are focussing on YOU our members.  The past year has highlighted how important our environment is to all of us 
and we hope you will give your feedback on what we should focus on.  Our Climate Ambassadors need to know 
what our priority should be in Northamptonshire, please select from the eight choices available by clicking on this 
survey link https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/N8PFXTW it’ll only take a couple of minutes, maybe less. 
 

International Polar Bear Day at the end of the month is our deadline for this quick questionnaire.  Like humans,    
Polar Bears sleep an average of seven to eight hours and they also frequently nap to conserve energy.  Although 
thousands of miles away, the surface this powerful carnivore stands on is literally melting away from under its     
magnificent paws and like our native wildlife, is helpless to act on the planets’ crisis.  Please help prioritise locally 
what we as WI members can champion here in our county, to help stop this climate emergency.  
 

If you are not able to access the online survey, there is a printed version on page 13 of this newsletter. 
 

Thank you for filling in the survey, before Saturday 27th February 2021.   
 

The 2021 Show the Love campaign pack is available on line, link below, with instructions for making a green heart 

pom-pom (see Cover photo).  Hang one from your handbag, or in your window, to help start a climate conversation. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58b40fe1be65940cc4889d33/
t/5fc786d10623334b0c6317f0/1606911707142/
Show+the+Love+2021+Green+Heart+Action+Pack.pdf  
A printed copy can be ordered on mywi.thewi.org.uk  Search for Show the Love Resource Guide.  

Show the Love   

mailto:hmsmith47@btinternet.com
mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/N8PFXTW
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58b40fe1be65940cc4889d33/t/5fc786d10623334b0c6317f0/1606911707142/Show+the+Love+2021+Green+Heart+Action+Pack.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58b40fe1be65940cc4889d33/t/5fc786d10623334b0c6317f0/1606911707142/Show+the+Love+2021+Green+Heart+Action+Pack.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58b40fe1be65940cc4889d33/t/5fc786d10623334b0c6317f0/1606911707142/Show+the+Love+2021+Green+Heart+Action+Pack.pdf
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Looking for Wrens from HMS Dauntless 1946 - 1981 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NCFWI has been contacted by former Wrens, Mandy and Janette, who spent the first lockdown setting up a special 
project – gathering class photos (known in the Royal Navy as Division photos) from the training school at HMS 
Dauntless, Reading and creating a database of photos supplied by ex Wrens and accessible only to ex Wrens.  
 

Over 30,000 ladies went through the gates of HMS Dauntless between 1946 and 1981 but, sadly, a large           
proportion have lost their Division photos for various reasons.  A photo archive exists for Wrens who joined post 
1981 and went through HMS Raleigh, but there was nothing for HMS Dauntless.   
 

Ladies were asked via social media to share their photos along with their memories.  Within two months over 
20,000 social interactions had registered on the web page, including from former Wrens now living all over the 
world.  Through this project old friends have been reunited, new friends made and support groups formed.     
Housebound ladies and those isolated due to Covid have found companionship and a new interest; ladies with 
memory issues, and their families, have been helped by this opportunity to wander down memory lane to what 
many call “the best days of our life”. 
 

Articles have been printed in Naval publications and in over 300 regional newspapers and magazines, and the   
project has even featured on Canadian radio. 
 

Over 660 photos have been shared to date but there are still 650 left to find and there are still ladies out there with 
tales to tell and memories to rekindle.  
 

Mandy and Janette desperately want to get in touch with as many ex Dauntless Wrens as possible.   
If you can contribute to, or would like to know more about this project please email them at  ddpwrens@gmail.com 

Ajax 65  1953 

Warspite 47  1951 
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Roade WI ladies have been keeping in touch via Zoom for their monthly meetings and for Coffee/Afternoon tea get 

togethers.  They enjoyed a festive quiz at their December meeting with mince pies and a “wee dram” getting dressed 
up in tinsel and funny hats.  The ladies were also sent a Christmas Goody Bag which contained a festive face 
mask, a recipe for an alternative Chocolate Christmas pud, along with a Christmas Quiz and festive decorations.  

They all hope that 2021 will bring the opportunity to meet again in person.  

  

Oakley Vale WI held their very first Zoom meeting before Christmas with a good number of ladies attending.     

Ray Smith ran a Christmas quiz and the winner was given a set of paper baubles that you plant and from them they     

grow flowers.  They enjoyed a glass of something nice and some Christmas nibbles together.  

It was a trial run, ready for their speaker in January, Hilary Strong, “Dresser to Trainer - 36 Years of Making Theatre”. 

Over the lockdown they have made and donated knitted Bobbies to the police and masks and scrub bags to carers 

and the NHS.  

The ladies have been receiving monthly newsletters from the committee and quizzes too.  Each month a prize is  
delivered to the winner of the quiz.  At Christmas members enjoyed a gift and ecards have also been sent to cheer 

everyone up.  Phone calls have been made, emails sent and birthday cards to birthday girls.  

The committee have met up online monthly to keep things running along smoothly. 

 

 

Northampton Kingsley WI completed their banner 
last March and had hoped it’s first outing would be their 

afternoon tea.   

Sadly the get together was cancelled but the committee 

delivered “afternoon tea in a box” to all members. 

 
 

 
 

 
East Hunsbury WI decided to say a big thank you at Christmas to the Emergency Services for their work during 

this difficult year.  All 3 Services are based on Mereway, East Hunsbury, so homemade cakes were delivered to staff 

at Fire and Rescue, Ambulance and Police HQ.  Everyone was very appreciative. 

 

Out and About     
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Spotlight on…...    

Long Buckby WI’s Christmas Activities 

For over 20 years members have provided Christmas presents for the patients at Danetre  
hospital in Daventry but weren’t sure if that would be possible during this time of restrictions.  
After a ‘phone call to the hospital, members were able to leave their contributions in a large 
plastic box outside President Chris Berry’s house and they were delivered in time to be  
quarantined and then handed out to the patients.  The nurses also received a box of biscuits  
and a handmade Christmas card.  It just goes to prove that even in these strange times anything is possible!   

  
Long Buckby WI took part in the Christmas Tree Festival at St Lawrence Church at the 
beginning of December.  They used the theme of ‘Inspiring Women’ with photos of women 
from around the world and throughout history who had made their impact felt on society.  
The photos were displayed on bauble shaped card and hung on the tree.  The colour 
scheme was traditional purple and green.  They came 3rd! 
 
The Committee agreed at their November Zoom Meeting that it would be a lovely idea to 
give each member (48) a small Christmas present.  Not all members were able to attend 
the Zoom meetings and it was felt that it would help to keep the members together.   
The Craft Group, who had been meeting on Zoom, made 
Iris Folded Christmas cards depicting either a present or  
Christmas tree; a packet of Shortbread Biscuits together  

      with a recipe were gift wrapped and delivered by  
      Committee members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Towcester Evening WI members donated Christmas puddings and cakes for the Christmas Day Lunch boxes 

delivered by the Tove Benefice to local residents living alone. 
 

£270 was raised for the Cynthia Spencer Hospice by the sale of their recipe book to members.                             

Three TEWI members had recipes featured in the book. 

 

 

 

 
The recipe book can be purchased via this link: 

https://cynthiaspencershops.ecwid.com/Recipes-to-Remember-The-Cynthia-Spencer-Cookbook-p258764192 

 

 

https://cynthiaspencershops.ecwid.com/Recipes-to-Remember-The-Cynthia-Spencer-Cookbook-p258764192


13  

 Northamptonshire WI Climate Change Mitigation Survey 2021..... What’s our priority?  
This is a shout-out to all you fabulous WI members.  Please share your priorities through this very short survey.  The results will help 
inform us where to focus and how we could combat climate change together - which do you feel strongly about?  Please answer all the 
questions by circling ONLY ONE as a TOP PRIORITY and circle the remaining as either important or not a priority.  Ensure your      
answers count, you can do this survey now, direct online by visiting https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/N8PFXTW or complete this 
paper copy and safely deliver it by hand or by post to your secretary.  It would be great if secretaries would then email their members’ 

hard copy to ncfwiclimateambassadors@gmail.com this will ensure their priorities are included, thank you    

If you’re reading this from your email, click on the surveymonkey link above and you’ll have it complete in a couple of minutes.  It’ll be off 

your ‘to do list’ before you’ve added it, easily beating the deadline of Saturday 27th February    

 
1. Increasing investment in cycle and walking in my local area? 
 

  Top priority  

  Important 

  Not my priority  
 
2. Ensuring homes are not leaking heat? 
 

  Top priority 

  Important 

  Not my priority  

 
3. Protecting and growing green spaces for pollinators and biodiversity? 
 

  Top priority 

  Important 

  Not my priority  

 
4. Unleashing the power of renewable energy? 
 

  Top priority 

  Important 

  Not my priority  
 
5. Reimagining fashion choices to eliminate fast fashion? 
 

  Top priority 

  Important 

  Not my priority  

 
6. SupportIng communities by buying more locally?  
 

  Top priority 

  Important 

  Not my priority  
 
7. Reducing our consumption of resources and the energy used in processing fuels & materials? 
 

  Top priority 

  Important 

  Not my priority  

 
8. Thank you, one last question - Northamptonshire is a long, beautiful county, please circle or  
highlight the area where you live this will help establish if particular districts have specific priorities. 
 
Corby & East Northamptonshire  
Daventry 
Kettering 
Northampton North 

Northampton South 
South Northants 
Wellingborough & Rushden  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/N8PFXTW
mailto:ncfwiclimateambassadors@gmail.com

